
  CITY OF MONTESANO COUNCIL MEETING 
  April 12, 2022 7:00 p.m. at City Hall 

 

Mayor Vini Samuel Presiding 1 
 2 
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Samuel called the meeting of April 12, 2022 to order at 7:00 p.m. 3 
 4 
FLAG CEREMONY- Pledge of Allegiance 5 
 6 
ROLL CALL- Councilman Cope, Councilman Trimble, Councilman Bryson, Councilman Wood, Councilman 7 
Skaramuca, Councilman Caryl and Councilwoman Jester were all present.   8 
 9 
STAFF PRESENT-Director Olden, Forester Hiner, Chief Vance, Attorney Chris Coker, CFO Sagen, Blake 10 
Bradshaw (new fire department hire), and IT Person Pakonen were all present.   11 
 12 
APPROVAL OF BILLS- Councilman Trimble made a motion to approve the bills as audited with a second 13 
by Councilman Bryson; bills totaling $61,269.44 for checks #41948, #56017-#56051 and payroll totaling 14 
$153,615.31 including checks #41941-#41947. 15 
 16 
Motion passed 7-0 17 
 18 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES-  Councilman Trimble made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 22, 19 
2022 council meeting with a second by Councilman Skaramuca.  20 
 21 
Motion passed 7-0 22 
 23 
PUBLIC COMMENT- None 24 
 25 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 26 
 27 
Public Works- Councilman Skaramuca advised that Public Works Committee had met through zoom with 28 
Shelly Gwen who is with the Washington State Department of Health. They discussed the addition of 29 
fluoride in city water. They are starting to form opinions, but they want to read more into it. There are 30 
two big projects in Public Works this month; there will be a bid opening for the McBryde Sidewalk 31 
Project and there will be construction started on East Pioneer. It will run from Academy to Glenn St. The 32 
first part of this project will be a water main replacement. Traffic will be alternating flow during this 33 
time.  34 
 35 
Forestry- Councilman Cope advised that Forestry met before the council meeting this evening and there 36 
was some discussion surrounding potential property acquisition; also some discussion over the Harbor 37 
Timber bids which will be mentioned later in the council meeting.  38 
 39 
Flood- Councilman Wood advised that Elma is considering joining the Flood Authority; based on history 40 
there has been concern from some members about the balance between upper and lower basin. It 41 
would be nice to have Elma join. They have some projects near the hospital which will be important to 42 
all of us. 43 
 44 
OLD BUSINESS 45 
Mayor Samuel advised that the update on the city forest purchase will be deferred to after executive 46 
session.  47 
 48 
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Update ADA policy  49 
Councilman Caryl advised that there hasn’t been any further progress yet, but hopefully soon. 50 
Councilman Bryson stated that they have received some good information recently that they think will 51 
be very helpful with the process. Mayor Samuel advised that she will keep this on the agenda each 52 
meeting so that we can have an update.   53 
 54 
NEW BUSINESS 55 
Mayor Samuel advised that we will move the confirmation of a new hire to the front of new business. 56 
 57 
Confirmation of new hire – Fire Dept.  Chief Vance introduced our new fire department hire, Blake 58 
Bradshaw. He spoke about Blake Bradshaw’s experience and education with the Fire Department. He 59 
added that Blake is a third generation firefighter.  60 
 61 
Blake Bradshaw expressed his excitement to start working. Mayor Samuel mentioned that a couple 62 
years ago Blake was named volunteer firefighter of the year. He has been a force in the volunteer group, 63 
covered many shifts, and has already put in a lot of time and effort into the City.  She thanked everyone 64 
who showed up to the meeting in support of Blake. 65 
 66 
Timber sale bids Councilman Cope made a motion to accept the bid from Harbor Timber, with a second 67 
by Councilman Wood for the estimated revenue amount of $1,353,843.00. Mayor Samuel gave kudos to 68 
both the city forester as well as the forestry committee; this amount was higher than expected and will 69 
be a significant help to the city as we move forward. 70 
 71 
 Motion passed 7-0 72 
 73 
Community Forest Grant Councilman Cope made a motion to approve the professional services 74 
agreement with Forterra NW, with a second from Councilman Bryson. 75 
 76 
Mayor Samuel explained that years ago the City of Montesano participated in developing a program at 77 
the state legislature to fund grants that will purchase more forest property. The city wants a part of this 78 
now, and Forterra NW will help the city with this process.  79 
 80 
Motion passed 7-0 81 
 82 
Agreement – Advanced EMS Training Field Experience Councilman Trimble made a motion to approve 83 
an agreement for Advanced EMS training between the City and McCook Community College, with a 84 
second from Councilman Bryson. Chief Vance advises that this is the program our newest FD hire Blake 85 
Bradshaw attended to receive his credentials. This helps our fire department staff receive their 86 
paramedic certification.  87 
 88 
Councilman Wood asked if this has to do with the issue with the transit association? Mayor Samuel and 89 
Chief Vance advised that this is different from that, and has to do with the training of the paramedics.  90 
 91 
Motion passed 7-0 92 
 93 
Childcare facility Mayor Samuel informed the Council that the Department of Commerce awarded a one 94 
million dollar grant to Learning to Grow Daycare to build a childcare facility in Montesano. Council has 95 
already approved $250,000 to go towards this. The next step is to come up with more funding; PW 96 
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Director Olden and Mayor Samuel have met with Learning to Grow and Greater Grays Harbor to discuss 97 
approaches. Right now, the funding would take care of half the site. It will cost an additional million to 98 
finish the entire site; her desire would be to finish the entire site at once since costs will not be going 99 
down on concrete and asphalt. The desired timeline would be to have the funding by the end of this 100 
year, bid by March of 2023, construction finished by fall of 2023, and open the facility in 2024. If funding 101 
lines up, then this timeline could work. Another task to be done for this project is site demolition. This 102 
project will be a primary task for this year; if anyone has any suggestions on coming up with funding feel 103 
free to share.   104 
 105 
Councilman Wood asked if the City has any funding left from the American Recovery Funds that could go 106 
towards this? Mayor Samuel advises that there is probably some left for this year. We allocated the 107 
$250,000 from last year’s funds towards this. CFO Sagen will let us know towards the end of May where 108 
we are at with those funds for the current year. 109 
 110 
ORDINANCES AND RESOULTIONS- 111 
 112 
Resolution #986—CFO Signature on Federal Grants—Updated Resolution 113 
Councilman Trimble made a motion to approve the updated resolution number 986 and a second 114 
motion was made by Councilman Wood.  115 
 116 
Motion passed 7-0 117 
 118 
Resolution #987—Local Government Investment Pool—Updated Resolution 119 
Councilman Trimble made a motion to approve the updated resolution number 987 and there was a 120 
second by Councilman Wood. Mayor Samuel advised that CFO Sagen had recently discovered that our 121 
money hasn’t been invested, it is essentially just sitting. Prior to around 2012, the money was being 122 
invested but it had been taken out during that time. This will be the same investment entity that was 123 
used previously.  124 
 125 
CFO Sagen comments that we have some invested right now, but very little, so the return on it is very 126 
little. Councilman Wood asked what kind of return are we getting currently? CFO Sagen answered 127 
around three percent, but wasn’t sure of the exact percentage at this time.  128 
 129 
Motion passed 7-0 130 
 131 
PUBLIC COMMENT- None 132 
 133 
EXECUTIVE SESSION—REAL ESTATE TRANSACTION RCW 42.30.110(b) 134 
 135 
The Mayor and Council went into Executive Session at 7:22 p.m. for approximately 15 minutes and 136 
expected to take action. 137 
 138 
Executive Session ended at 7:38pm with a motion to continue real estate negotiations by Councilman 139 
Trimble and a second by Councilman Wood. 140 
 141 
Motion passed 7-0 142 
 143 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 144 
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 145 
Councilwoman Jester advised that she is excited to announce the community center board has decided 146 
to re-open for indoor dining effective May 2nd. There’s a lot to do before then; deep cleaning, 147 
reorganizing furniture, and a difference in procedures. The community center gets asked often when 148 
they will re-open, and she is happy to report that it is happening. The senior lunch program could use 149 
some more volunteers. Congratulations to Blake Bradshaw on being hired with the fire department. 150 
 151 
Councilman Caryl expresses his excitement to have Blake Bradshaw as a new hire with the city; he has 152 
worked with him over the years and values his skills that he will add to the fire department.  Would like 153 
some better weather for gardening. 154 
 155 
Councilman Cope echoes the excitement of having Blake Bradshaw on board. Appreciates Forester 156 
Hiner for his leadership and navigation through forestry bids, grants, and property acquisition. He is a 157 
valuable part of the city. 158 
 159 
Councilman Trimble welcomes Blake, and says Happy Tele-Communicator week. We have some great 160 
staff up at E-911.  161 
 162 
Councilman Bryson is also glad to have Blake Bradshaw join our fire department. The fire department is 163 
an integral part of our city. He grew up with Blake’s family who has also been a part of the fire 164 
department. It’s neat to see Blake continue the family legacy. Lots of exciting things happening; 165 
acquiring forest land, fixing streets, and building a daycare facility.  166 
 167 
Councilman Skaramuca welcomes Blake. He has known Blake since he was young and has always been 168 
an amazing kid. Hopes Blake finds working for the City enjoyable and fulfilling.  169 
 170 
Councilman Wood is glad to see Blake on staff. The daycare facility project is exciting, and confident we 171 
will get there with funding. He mentioned that the Mayor has had many ideas for this property, and the 172 
daycare is a remarkable idea. He advised that he sent out information from the county regarding federal 173 
funding opportunities for municipal organizations. He will be attending the public meeting for this on 174 
April 19th and welcomes anyone to join. Thinking mid to late May will be when he sells his home; wanted 175 
to give an update. Loves the idea of us expanding the forest, bringing revenue into the utilities and 176 
general fund. Congratulations to everyone, including Loren for making a decision that will benefit us all 177 
even after we are not in these positions anymore. 178 
 179 
MAYOR COMMENTS-  Mayor Samuel thanked Councilman Wood for his praise for the Daycare Facility 180 
project; expresses excitement to be in the beginning stages of a project that will be beneficial to the 181 
entire county. It will be a fast push to meet the timeline. This project will be on every agenda as we 182 
search for funding. Echoes excitement for hiring Blake Bradshaw. Kudos to Sean Pakonen for his IT work, 183 
he has been working non-stop on the website and is one person who does many different jobs including 184 
all of the inner workings of the City’s technology. Thank you to Councilman Trimble for stepping in as 185 
Mayor last meeting when she was gone.  186 
 187 
ADJOURNMENT 188 
Councilman Bryson made a motion to adjourn the meeting which was seconded by Councilman Wood. 189 
 190 
Motion passed 7-0 191 
 192 
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Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  193 
 194 
Madison Jensen, Deputy Clerk 195 
Recording available.  196 


